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Internal cameras approved for buses
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WESTERLY - Westerly's entire
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The funding, approved unanimaously  NMost Read
this week by the School Committee,

will allowe units to be installed on 14, ¥ 1R
T1-passenger buses and four i
smaller special education bhuses.

Eight other buses that have outdated

will be fitted with internal cameras

cameras will also be upgraded. ¢ b
Each unitincludes up to three digital
carmeras with embedded
tmicrophones and a hard drive, to be * Hartford pays late tax bill for
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“Ifthere's an issue, we're going to

knowe about it. Ifthere's a problem
we'll see it Denomime said.
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Furchased from Seon Design, a Canadian firm, the cameras will be mounted this summer - ] 13 BSOS BOe) B S

one atthe front of the bus, one in the middle and one above the driver pointed down the e N TR e
stairwell, he said. 26((27|/28 29 30
The units contain an "event button " which the driver can hit to highlight and save a recorded Featured Events
incident.
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GPS coordinates also will enable officials to wiew a map of the bus'travel as they watch the fi Thu, Jun 09, 30 pm EDT
wideo. This will allow district officials to verify that drivers are following proper rogtes, Denomime | resterly Land Trust Headquarters,
Said. Nfesterly

Denomime began wark in February to acquire a surveillance system to bus safety. A request for

proposals drew four responses ranging from low bidder Sean to a high of $55,000. Sean's Alone Together

price includes the equipment, software, installation and a three-year warranty, he said. f Thu, Jun 09, 5:00 pm ECT
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This initiative is separate from the Smart-Bus Live cameras that have been installed on two Rl

Westerly school buses to capture images of drivers that illegally pass stopped school buses.

While that system includes both exterior cameras and three interior cameras, they do not Relay EorLIlETIRfokiation:NIght

provide audio and it takes several weeks to receive video from the private surveillance firm's f Thu, Jun 09, 7:00 pm EDT
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School board members agreed in February to enter a contract with Sman-Bus Live at no cost to
the district. The company makes its money fram traffic ticket fines and supplies shares to the

towen and state. 2 x
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CnWednesday, school board member D Jay Goodman pointed to the new cameras as "yvet
anather cost of running your owen bus system.” He said the costwas notincluded in a school
department analysis of the district's transportation costs completed roughly a year ago.
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Board member Jack Carson said the cameras will help protect the district from potential
lawysuits over actions taken or not taken.
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